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Head of Planning, Design & Engagement
Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council 
Solihull
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I refer to the above consultation.

We have no observations to make on the specific of the review.  However, on strategic transport matters we have the following comments to makes; 

Balsall Common

The County Council notes the proposals for a bypass of Balsall Common on the A452, which is timely given the recent designation by Government of this corridor as part the Major Road Network. We would welcome the opportunity to work with Solihull MBC to understand the implications of this proposal for traffic in the A452 and A4177 corridors generally, but specifically within Kenilworth town centre and on the section of the A452 between Kenilworth and the County boundary. This may identify additional safety/capacity improvements which will be needed as a result of either induced traffic or increases generated by proposed development in the Balsall Common area. There could also be cumulative impacts arising from proposed housing and employment growth within Kenilworth and South Coventry, as set out in the adopted Warwick District and Coventry City Local Plans.

The County Council would also welcome a continued dialogue with Solihull MBC regarding potential longer term strategic road and rail initiatives in this area to ensure these opportunities are not lost as a result of wider decision making within the planning system.

Strategic Transport Studies and Strategies

The County Council is currently working with Coventry City Council to develop a UK Central Connectivity Strategy. This will identify a series of transport infrastructure and service improvements across the sub-region to ensure that Coventry and Warwickshire is well-connected to the HS2 Interchange, Airport, NEC, wider UK Central area and Solihull Borough as a whole. Conversely, there will also be benefits to Solihull from this improved connectivity to Coventry and Warwickshire, not least for business to business journeys between our respective functional economies. We would welcome the opportunity to present our proposals to you before this work is finalised so that it can hopefully be considered in future plan-making.

The County Council is also working with North Warwickshire Borough Council, Birmingham City Council, the West Midlands Combined Authority and Highways England to consider the future transport needs of the M42 Junction 9 Area, which is likely to have implications for parts of North Solihull as well as access to the wider UK Central area. We will continue to engage with your officers regarding this work prior to the preparation and submission of a Strategic Outline Business Case to the Combined Authority.

These two pieces of work, along with a number of more local transport studies and strategies (see below) will inform the forthcoming review of the County Council's Local Transport Plan.

Local Transport Studies and Strategies

In preparation for the proposed LTP review, the County Council is in the process of reviewing its Rail Strategy and North Warwickshire Area Transport Strategy. We would welcome the opportunity to discuss both of these pieces of work with your officers to help inform and shape their development. We are keen to ensure that, where possible, such strategies complement and support those in adjoining areas of the County.
 
The County Council welcomes communities proposing neighbourhood Plans that shape and direct future development. The main responsibilities of the County Council are highways and public transport, education, social services, libraries and museums, recycling/ waste sites and environment. The County Council’s role is to deliver the services and facilities efficiently.
by the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Should you wish to discuss or require any of the above matters please let me know? 


Yours sincerely 



Jasbir Kaur
Strategic Planning and Development Manager
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