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Kixiey Lane - a well-trodden path...

Wwith the proposed development of 81 new houses off Hampton Road. 3
Knowde's rural outiook loaks set 1o change further. The deveiopment by Miiler 1

Homes includes a bog meadow which borders Kixley Lane, ore of Knowle's
oldest roads. Despite being ciose 1o the High Street, this lane has a tovety
country feei and is enjoyed by tocal psople as a route to canal towpaths and
the countryside paths beyond.

Kixley Lane - from kix {cow parsiey) and ley (and ieft falicw) - was mentioned
as early as 1327, when it was referred to as Kyches Leye. It was probably pant
of the route which villagers took in the middie ages 1o get to Hampton Church.
This route crossed the river
vty and thee main reason th
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The Chilgren
Canon Downing and bought by public
subscription in 1910, was vested to the
Nationa! Trust ‘for use by the children of
Knowle forever', and has created a iovely |
 sprace at Kikley Lane agjsining the
¢ further glong is a side
swie School. There then
comes a row ¢f coftage-type housing,
Suilt In the 19205 as coundih homes for
working families. A? this time Knowle was
st# a small village, but house-building quickly foliowed on other country lanes:
‘Waste Lane (now Longdon Road), Hampton Lane (now Hampton Road) and
an Tilehouse Graen Lane, 1o name a few.

Whilst these lanes have now become modern residential roads, Kixley Lane
has retained its rural charm. There are only three more houses en route 1o the
quaint canal bridge. Far End, the oldest, was once an inn which served the
busy canal traffic. The lane ends at Kixley Farm, where it dwindles into the
oid foolpath neading over the fieids towards Eastcote.

mmmmwpandmmrmmmmua‘%d
Importance for Nature Conservation' and certainly its boggy nature, with a
stream running through it, encourages plants and wildiife suited to this
environment. | hope that it is also considered a site of importance for Knowle
Mmmalmslmmmwhmwmmmmum
fyture generations to enjoy.

Janet Royle (with thanks to Eva Woolton ‘s book: The History of Knowle)
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