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Building a healthier, happier, better connected and more prosperous region 

Henceforth, a masterplan for each site or clusters of sites should scope out a transport network 

covering all transport modes including bus corridors, as well as good walking and cycling links, shared 

spaces, interchanges, stops and shelters and full consideration paid to transport innovation measures, 

services and infrastructure.  Transport site proposals should also connect well to the wider surrounding 

area – including public transport corridors, train stations, the bus network and Local Cycling and 

Walking Infrastructure Plans. 

Such masterplans should also provide a full assessment of the current transport issues for each 

proposed site, and TfWM will help where possible to support this process.  

Modification request: For each development site, or where there are clusters of sites in close 

proximity to one another (with likely cumulative impacts), transport masterplans should be undertaken.  

TfWM request that the undertaking of transport masterplans be built into policies within the Providing 

Homes for All chapter under policy P5 – Provision of Land for Housing and echoed throughout other 

policy areas within the plan.  

Improving Accessibility & Encouraging Sustainable Travel Chapter 

This chapter is most relevant to TfWM and we welcome the principles established within this chapter.  

We praise reference made to the West Midlands Strategic Transport Plan ‘Movement for Growth’, 

however, acknowledging the emerging Local Transport Plan for 2021, as well as TfWM’s Delivery 

Plan would also be encouraged.  

We see the potential growth can bring, such as to provide new opportunities for improved public 

transport and cycling and walking infrastructure, which can then bring benefits to both new and existing 

communities. Yet at the same time, the predicted increase in traffic at many of the proposed 

development sites is a concern and will likely result in further congestion and poorer social and 

environmental outcomes in the longer term. 

The WMCA’s #2041 Climate Change Strategy/Action Plan should therefore be noted in this chapter, 

especially as transport is the biggest source of carbon emissions. And despite improvements to engine 

technologies, transport emissions have stayed high over the last 30 years; largely because of 

increased travel demand associated with economic and population growth and increased car usage.  

The transport and planning systems should therefore respond to these challenges, by playing their 

part in reducing the need to travel.   

Modification request: Within ‘Policy P7 Accessibility and Ease of Access’, the ambition for a low 

carbon economy requires a stronger emphasis on decarbonisation priorities for transport and how 

these will significantly contribute to reducing carbon emissions and meeting the regions wider 

environmental goals and climate emergency. 

There should also be reference made to the WMCA’s #2041 Climate Change Strategy/Action Plan 

and the importance of sustainable transport in responding to the climate emergency.  

Additionally, design, density and location of new development is critical for encouraging sustainable 

transport; influencing how far people need to travel and minimising the negative effects of car 

dependency, such as congestion, poor air quality and noise pollution. Providing for good digital 

connectivity could also help avoid the need to travel and provide alternative accessible solutions as 

we have seen during the pandemic. Given the importance of these issues within the emerging Local 

Transport Plan and its green paper, and how they relate to wider WMCA and Mayoral objectives, it is 
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Modification request: Policy P7 Accessibility and Ease of Access should include the importance of 

transport innovation for enhancing accessibility, covering the need for flexible on-demand responsive 

transport as well as shared transport services in the form of car clubs, shared taxis, micromobility 

options and TfWM’s new bike hire schemes for all new development.  

Mobility credits, discounted public transport tickets for new residents and Mobility as a Service should 

also be captured in policy P7 as other innovative measures which support new development. 

The use of low- or zero-emission vehicles, through providing appropriate ULEV charging infrastructure 

should be mandatory1, and be provided for both private and shared vehicles, as well as electric 

charging facilities for bikes. 

Mobility / travel hubs and interchange facilities should also be provided for on all new sites, to connect 

the different modes together.  

Public transport infrastructure  

Designing and providing the right sorts of infrastructure to facilitate good public transport access as 

well as active travel measures within the sites is vital.  While we support the plans reference to 

undertaking Transport Assessments and Travel plans for all new development, this should be to 

enable walking, cycling and public transport usage and deliver high quality, attractive, liveable and 

sustainable environments, and not simply to mitigate against highway issues alone. The WMCA 

Design Charter in particular focuses on good design guidance.  

Modification request: Policy P8 Managing Travel Demand and Reducing Congestion should be 

altered to ensure all Transport Assessment/Transport Statements/ Travel Plans are fully required for 

all new development; ensuring good walking, cycling and public transport usage and support in the 

delivery of high quality, attractive, liveable and sustainable environments. 

Policy P8 should also note the importance of the WMCA’s Design Charter which promotes good 

design initiatives and quality place making across the region including active travel and public realm 

measures. https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/3647/wmdesigncharter.pdf 

There should also be far more emphasis on developing new walking, cycling and public transport 

routes and associated infrastructure, through and around the sites proposed.  Such routes should 

consider how they connect to nearby opportunities like employment areas, local amenities and the 

wider public transport network (beyond a sites boundary) to help improve the overall coverage, quality 

and integration of the existing infrastructure.  

TfWM further want to ensure that developer contributions fund public transport improvements 

including stops, shelters and interchanges with appropriate information and accessible step-free 

access (both within and adjacent to the development site).  

Developer contributions should also be gained to subsidise new or amended public transport services 

into a development, for example bus diversions or Demand Responsive Transport. They should also 

be gained to improve accessibility measures at nearby railway stations including step free access 

                                                

1  Legislation under the Automated and Electric Vehicles Act 
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West Midlands Key Route Network (KRN) 

The West Midlands KRN plays a vital role in our region by supporting public transport as well as freight 

and logistic movements. Yet many of the proposed housing sites in the greenbelt will put additional 

capacity pressures on the KRN.   

Several routes within the KRN including the A34, A41, A45 and A452 are already heavily congested, 

which new development will only add to.  Where a cluster of development is planned, the cumulative 

impacts of this, together with the impacts of HS2 construction will further put pressure on key sections 

and junctions.  

It is important to ensure that any development proposed, does not place any undue pressure on the 

existing KRN and that any development takes account of the increased demand it may place on 

existing provision. TfWM will consequently work with Solihull MBC to ensure that new development is 

supported as appropriate by improvements to the KRN. 

Modification request: With our highway network under stress, through new developments 

impacting negatively on local communities such as through road safety, air quality and congestion, 

under ‘Policy P8 Managing Travel Demand and Reducing Congestion’ the policy needs to 

acknowledge the importance of network resilience, and fully understand how development will 

impact on the region’s wider congestion management of the KRN.   

New development close or along the KRN should follow the principles in the Congestion 

Management Plan and KRN Route studies and fully access and mitigate against any development 

impacts. https://www.tfwm.org.uk/strategy/movement-for-growth/krn-reports-and-congestion-plan/. 

Construction traffic 

There are no mitigation measures referenced in the local plan for construction traffic, with exception 

to Balsall Common Barretts Farm development and HS2 construction.  Yet given the growth planned, 

ensuring Construction Management Plans are produced for significant development is encouraged, 

to mitigate against construction logistics and the environmental impacts on the surrounding area. 

Modification request: The undertaking of Construction Management and Logistics Plans, together 

with Delivery and Servicing Plans should be incorporated into the local plan as policy, together with 

adherence to the Construction and Logistics Community Safety Scheme (CLOCS) to minimise against 

the impacts of HGVs and LGVs on the surrounding highway. 

Cycle safety measures should also be included for all new development; providing safe routes for 

cyclists during the construction period and beyond, together with consideration of how freight and 

servicing may impact upon the public realm and Solihull communities in general.  

Park and Ride  

TfWM’s Park and Ride policy discourages short car trips made to stations and encourages more viable 

and sustainable options, especially in areas where new housing development is within 2km of the 

station.  Yet where Park and Ride provides a good interception opportunity for traffic both travelling 

into the region from the shires, and beyond, this is favoured.   Stations including Whitlocks End and  

Dorridge are good examples of interception locations. 
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The roll out of Electric Vehicle charging for all new development should also be noted as a policy in 

this section to support the decarbonising of transport. 

A reduction in parking spaces in new developments– especially in town centres, where density is 

highest and where existing public transport access is greatest should also be a policy. This, alongside 

the roll out of mobility credits and good active travel and sustainable transport options will then help 

support the decarbonising transport agenda. 

Next steps 

TfWM understands the potential benefits growth can bring, such as providing new opportunities for 

improved public transport and cycling and walking infrastructure, which can benefit both new and 

existing communities and we fully support the local plan in its objectives and vision. The delivery of 

HS2 will also have major benefits for our region together with new Sprint and Metro lines.  In delivering 

the right transport infrastructure and services to new communities, it will deliver multiple benefits and 

make a huge contribution to residents in Solihull through quality of life, promotion of good mental and 

physical health and support economic growth.    

TfWM will continue to support Solihull MBC in taking forward the published Local Plan and other 

strategy and policy documents, and we look forward to working with you to help achieve the objectives 

set out in the document.    

Yours sincerely  

Mike Waters 

Director of Policy, Strategy and Innovation 

 

 




