
To whom it may concern; 

I would like to formally place on record my reservations / objections of the current Solihull Draft Housing Plan policy 
that is investigating putting houses into the South Shirley area (notably the TRW site, South of Dog Kennel Lane and 
the area west of Tanworth lane, allocations 11, 12 and 13).  

I have 3 main issues that I would like to report back to you supporting our position 

School availability 

My family and I purchased our home 1 year ago (and moved in April) from a house in Marston Green. My eldest child 
is still attending infant school in Marston Green due to a lack of available school places in close proximity to where 
we live. We have her on a waiting list for the nearest school (Our Lady of the Wayside) and she has been on this list 
for nearly a year now, however the only current viable offerings for school places are a minimum of circa 1.8 miles 
away minimum from home.  

 Please see below 

 

In addition to this according to the council draft plan for schools, this area is woefully short of school places (see 
attached).  

 
 



I am keen to see how you plan to provision for the extra school places that 2500 extra homes will bring when 
currently you are currently short of places (please see below). Highlighted in yellow are the two schools within ½ a 
mile of my house 

 

Traffic 

As mentioned / seen from the map, we live on Dog Kennel Lane and without over exaggerating the road is either a 
standstill car park or a race track, there does not appear to be a middle ground. We have discussed this with Julian 
Knight MP for Solihull who responded with some feedback from the council suggesting that as there have been no 
accidents on that road, there is unlikely to be any speed management activities introduced. 

 
As part of this communication with Mr Knight, we responded with Solihull MBC’s own study of the road whereby it is 
recognised that on Dog Kennel Lane, I quote “Speeds observed as appearing above the 40mph limit” (please see 
below). 

 

 



 

 

I would also like to draw your attention to a letter we received via Mr Julian Knight MP (from Ashley Prior who is the 
head of Solihull Highway Services). My wife and I had already complained about the speed of traffic along Dog 
Kennel Lane and the response from yourselves was that “any traffic calming measures applied to Dog Kennel Lane 
would encourage motorists to use inappropriate routes, such as the residential section of Blackford Rd”.  

 

Now I take this to mean that your own head of Highway Services considers that Dog Kennel Lane is inappropriate for 
use for residential areas because of its appropriate use as a link road between the A34 and Dickens Heath. I have 
added this letter (with appropriate section highlighted) for your attention.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The second aspect of my issue with the suitability of this road and the surrounding evolves around rush hour, 
whereby it is incredibly difficult to move due to the sheer weight of traffic on Dog Kennel Lane and the adjoining 
roads (Blackford Rd, Stratford Rd, Tanworth Lane). I have attached below clippits taken from the traffic app of 
Google Maps over various days at both morning and evening rush hours (worth noting that to the best of my 
knowledge all of these were on days whereby there were no issues with the M42 or A34, as on those days the traffic 
in these areas is unbelievably bad) 

 
Please see below; 



 



So as you can see, Google helpfully marks from Green (ok), through to Orange (slow) and into Red (standstill) the 
traffic patterns and of a morning getting to and down the Stratford Rd is incredibly slow (until the junction for 
Monkspath) and typically of an evening my journey home will have me crawl up Dog Kennel Lane. 

 

I have photographed this effect again over a couple of evenings (typically this lasts about 1 to 1 ½ hrs) please see 
below photograph taken from the kerbside outside my property and from the upstairs window. 

 

 

So I would not be unfair if I described this road arrangement as very difficult to currently live with and am perfectly 
happy for assessors to come and sit on my drive way to do further analysis. 

 

I would also like to point out that the traffic also makes crossing the roads and using the footpaths (in particular on 
Tanworth lane, going south towards Cheswick Green) difficult. The path that runs into Dickens heath from this area 
is wide and comfortable for multiple uses, the one on Tanworth lane is very narrow, very muddy and in many places 
over grown. Traffic on Tanworth lane has increased since the Cheswick Place plot has started being populated (my 
Father lives that way so we see this regularly), so I have to assume that 2500 new extra houses in this area will have 
a similar negative effect on pedestrians using the area too. 

 

Privacy 

My third reason for an objection is the affect it will have on the privacy of my home (and in this case I directly refer 
to the plot south of Dog Kennel Lane as my prime concern). My house (according to the planning submission for 
SMBC) sits 7.5m from the roadside. Currently we are overlooked by a road, which although obtrusive to privacy, 
when moving is an intermittent issue. A fixed property directly over the road would dramatically affect the level of 
privacy we currently have and I would like this issue to taken into consideration 

 



I thank you for your time in reading my objections and look forward to your and the planning officers response. 

 
Kind Regards 

 
 

 




